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Abstract

Hwarangsegi("1ERsHt42),
the Discovery of the Century

Kim, Tae-Shik

According to the record on the reconstruction of the wooden stupa of
Hwangryongsa Temple(E2%E3F) made in 872 A.D., it was Yongsu(FEts)
who supervised the first construction of the stupa during the reign of King
Seondeok. Some of historians maintain the record produces evidence that the
handwritten Hwaransegi(" fEAGHH#C1) be a forgery by someone, not a copy
of the original text by Kim Deamun(4-kfH), who was a politician and
famous writer during the middle age of Silla. Hwaransegi has been believed
to disappear long time ago, but its alleged manuscripts made an dramatic
appearance in 1989 and 1995 respectively. According to the handwritten
Hwaransegi, Yongsu, the supervisor of the construction of the Hwang-
ryongsa stupa has been dead in 645646, when the stupa was first erected.
Therefore the handwritten Hwaransegi must be forged by someone,
especially Park Changhwa, the ‘auther’ of the manuscript.

But such a judgment has many problems from the start. Above all, the
judgment is based on the prerequisite that the record on the reconstruction

of the stupa has nothing but historical facts and truths. However, making
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careful surveys of the record, we can find a considerable setback in it. The
record calls the supervisor of the reconstruction ‘Yongsu’, which is his ante
mortem name. And almost all of students of Silla history and even
Samgusagi and Samgukyusa, ‘Yongsu’ is the father of King Taejongmuyeol.
According to Samgusagi and Samgukyusa, ‘Yongsu’ was given the new
posthumous name of ‘the Great King of Munheong’ (328 =E), followed by
the coronation of his son. So later on the people of Silla could not call him
as Yongsu, but ‘the Great King of Munheong’. Nonetheless, the fact that
the record on the stupa called him as Yongsu makes clear that he cannot
be the Great King of Munheong', but someone else. In other words, Yongsu
has never been ‘the Great King of Munheong’. So who is ‘the Great King
of Munheong’? He is Yonchun(#E#), Yongsu’s younger brother. Until the
handwritten Hwaransegi reappeared, nobody had doubted that Yonchun is
Yongsu, Yongsu is Yonchun, that is, Yongchun is another name of Yongsu.
However, the new-born Hwaransegi shows that those two names are not
referred to one person, but to two brothers. These findings prove the
manuscripts of Hwaransegi is based on the original text of Hwaransegi
written by Kim Deamun.

We can prove it as well on Poseokjeong, the Pavilion of Stone Abalone
near Namsan in Gyeongju, Gyeongsangbuk-do South Korea. It was no doubt
it had been built in the Silla period, But we could not the accurate time
of its building, for there is not any document on it. Meanwhile, we have
vaguely believed that it was bulit around the later Silla period and mainley
used as the place for some kind of festival or drinking party. But the
handwritten Hwaransegi shows that it had been built no later than the 6th

century, and the most important function was as the royal wedding hall as
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well as the shrine for Hwarang. It makes us at last understand all the records
surrounding  Poseokjeong. For example, according to Samgukyusa,
Hyojongrang, the boss of Hwarang group during the later Silla Period, led
his subordinates to Poseokjeong to do something one day. Until the
reappearance of Hwaransegi, we could not have any slight idea of why he
was there and what he was doing there. But the questions were finally
solved. Hyojongrang as the boss of Hwarang go to the shrine to do a certain
divine rite related to Hwarang.

Any attempt to prove the handwritten Hwarangsegi is forged by
someone in modern times has turned in vain. A historian who has such a
thought on it said if the handwritten text is a copy of Kim Daemun's it is
welcome rain after a hundred years of no rain and the discovery of the
century. Yes it is welcome rain after a hundred years of no rain as well

as the discovery of the century!

Key Words : Hwarangsegi, Hwangryongsa Pagoda Chajubongi, Ryongsu,
Ryongchun, Poseokjeong
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