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{Abstract)

The Structural Character of Hyeseongga

—Focusing on the Controversy of Shamanism—

Son, Dong—kuk

Hyeseongga, a traditional poetry from the Silla dynasty, has been
mostly discussed focusing on its shamanistic aspects. The part of the text
as below was the basic premise of ainstream’s argument of the discussion
which decided the nature of genre for Hyeseongga : As Hyeseongga was
song which is written by Yungcheonsa, an extraordinary disaster of
Hyeseong was disappeared and Japanese troop was also withdrawn.

However, should some questions be raised as below : first, if the
judgment could be said as a decision based on literary discussion which
says Hyeseongga is shamanic since the text of the tale has shamanistic
character?; second, if the discussion can be grounded on the unrealistic
context of the tale, saying both Hyeseong and Japanese troop were
disappeared as Hyeseongga was song?

This paper emphasizes to analyze the text of the poetry, Hyeseongga,
and studies if Hyeseongga can be regarded as the incantation. It also
discuss a proper method to study the shamanistic character of Hyeseongga
refer to the text of the tale though reasonable judgment.

Therefore, the speaker of Hyeseongga seemed rather logical than
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irrational and shamanistic. The narrator strongly showed strong will to set
listeners at ease on contemporary situation and tried to encourage people
to overcome the difficulties as he or she showed positive perspective. On
the other words, it could be said that the text of the tale has shamanistic
function, however, there is little shamanistic character in the inner
meaning structure of Hyeseongga. The shamanism in Hyeseongga would
be mainly studied rather at performance level than at meaning level. A

concrete following discussion on this topic would be requested.

Key words : Hyeseongga, shamanism/shamanistic character, shamanistic function,
incantation, Hyangga, a poetry from Shilla Dynasty
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