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“Longer similes differ most obviously from shorter ones in that their vehicles have
space to develop more —and more specific—context. Those vehicles that are not
narrative can include intensive description, crowding details into the picture and
making it more individual than representative. - As similes are extended, so the
reader’s experience of boundaries is likely to be of “more real,” “less virtual,”
crossings. While the vehicle’s world becomes more developed, so the reader’s
excursion becomes less of a flash and more of a sojourn. Specificity and contextuality
make a world more solid and habitable. The reader may appear at last as an immigrant
rather than a visitor.”

43) Terence Hawks, Metaphor, (X <, TFaVi, Al-etigta &34, 1979, 9~10%; |t
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The Poetic World of Jemangmaega

Seong, Ho-Gyong

This study finds out the poetic meaning of Jemangmaega, a mastery poem of
the Shilla period, and looks into the characteristics in the composition and
expression of the work. The findings of the study are as follows:

This work consists of three strophes. The first strophe expresses the
speaker’s decision and emotional experience, with its main topic; his sister’s
attitude towards her own death. The middle strophe expresses the speaker’s
realization and emotional experience of the transience of human life or human
relationship, extending the separation of sister and brother. The last strophe
expresses the speaker’s conviction of the sister’s rebirth in the Amitabha’s
paradise and the expectation of the reunion of sister and brother there.

As for the composition of the work, the coherence between the middle and
the last strophe is lacking. However, the poetic image of the middle strophe
induces that of the last strophe, following a Buddhistic view on transience,
which in turn contributes a little to its completion. This work has an
organization with unity as a whole, even though its structure of development
shows a lot of change.

For the expression, the tropes of the work is composed in the appropriate
way to express the author’s view of world and life effectively, and the vehicles

of the tropes contain Buddhistic meanings in depth.

Keywords : Jemangmaega, poetic world, poetic meaning, compositon, expression,
Buddhism
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