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Wonhyo's Explanation on “Mountain is Mountain,
Water is Water” by a Zen Priest, Sungchul

Kim Youngju
Kyungnam University

Journalism and Mass Communication

The purpose of this article is to explore how to understand Sungchul's
canonical remark, "Mountain is Mountain, Water is Water', in terms of the

thought pattern of Buddhism rather than that of Confucianism or Taoism.

It is assumed that Human thought pattern is categorized into three ways:
1) Confucianism(@ X - X; - X) - ¢ X) = Y@ X - (-X); (-X) - X —-Y), 2)
Taoism(@DQ X - X; - X)- - X) = -Z@X-(-X)—=Z; (-X)- X — Z) 3)
Buddhism(@ X - X) : (X - -X) = - W@ X - (-X);(-X) - X—>W@- | X
X)X X W)

When we take a glance over the Sungchul's canonical remark, 'Mountain
is Mountain, Water is Water', it looks similar to the thought pattern of
Confucianism(X - X — Y) However, the rest of Sungchul's canonical
remarks are grounded on the typical thought pattern of Buddhism(@® X - (-
X) > W®@- | X--X|— W). In the same vein, Wonhyo firmly maintains
the thought pattern of Buddhism( O X - (- X) =W ® - |[{X--X}| — W)
by means of ‘Wha-Jaeng (Reconciliation) Thought.

Sungchul's canonical remark, 'Mountain is Mountain, Water is Water
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implicates the following meanings of polysemy: Mountain is not Mountain,
Water is not Water' and 't is not that 'Mountain is not Mountain, Water is not

Water'. It signifies the paradigmatic understanding of Buddhist thought pattern.

key words : J &Y, §7} - =71 - BIrY) AtnTE, 4359 A
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