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[Abstract]

Religious Pluralism and Wonhyo's
Harmonizing Disputes

Choi, You-Jin (Kyungnam Univ.)

By emphasizing transcendental attitude and nonattachment to truth, early
Buddhism and Madhyamika, which inherits its ideology from early Buddhism, are
considered to greatly alleviate disputes between religions. Nonetheless, in terms of
harmonizing effects, these are incomparable to Wonhyo's thought that highlights a
complete detachment for any religious theory to become truly valuable.

Wonhyo thought of religious disputes as an obstacle to the realization of
Buddha's ideal, and argued that Buddha's ideal could only be reached when
different theories harmonize with one another without being excessively attached
to their own doctrines. By extending this to the disputes between different
religions, we obtain the following point: each religion is valuable unless it adheres
too excessively to its own ideal.

Free use of denial and confirmation, one characteristics of Wonhyo's
harmonizing methods, also teaches us that we should not make our own religious
tradition absolute, which will help us achieve the ultimate realization of the ideal of
each religion. Only that way can we open our mind to other religions with their
true value and ideal, leading to a wide and deep understanding of other religions.

Key Words : religious pluralism, Madhyamika, Wonhyo,
harmonizing disputes, free use of denial and confirmation
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