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Abstract

On the Identity of Yombul (Buddhanusmrti) which Wonhyo

Recommended for the poor and ignorant people:

Critique on Atago Kuniyasu's “Reconsidering Methods of Studies on Wonhyo's Doctrinal

Essentials of the Sukbavativyihasita®

Kim, Ho-sung’

Lately Atago Kuniyasu argued that what the invocation ‘Namo ---" of Wonhyo's biography in Samguk
yusa means proposing seven reasons. But I concluded his argument is inadequate.

Firstly, even though Ilyeon had not reported ‘Nammu Amit’apul (Namo Amitibhayai) in his Samguk yusa,
he had written ‘Buddha's name’ as a proper name before saying ‘Namo ---". So we have to consider these
two phrases together.

Secondly, Atago proposed ‘Nammupul (Namo buddhaya)” in Muryangsu-gyong chongyo (Doctrinal Essentials of
the Sukhavat Vyiha Sitra) as a reason of them. But Wonhyo's ‘Nammupul’ is an abbreviation of ‘Nammu
Amit'apul’ in the lowest order of the lowest class in Kwan Muryangsu-gyong (Sitra on the Visualization of
Amitayus). Wonhyo recommended ‘Nammu Amitapul’.

Thirdly, it is true that there are many passages ‘Nammupul’ in Nikaya. But, in fact, the phrase
‘Nammupul’ means Sakyamini Buddha. ‘Nammupul’ in the context of Early Buddhism is different from
that of Mahayana Buddhism.

Fourthly, Yombul recommended in the Dasa-bhuimi-vibhasa-¢astra also means recollection of a
concrete Buddha. We can understand that especially Nagarjuna had a preference to recollect Amitabha's
name.

Fifthly, it is true that the vocal recitation of Amitabha's name has been closed up by Vasubandhu and
Tanluan. But I ascertained in Muryangsu-gyong chongyo and Amit'a-gyong so (Commentary on the smaller
Sukhavati Vyiiha Siiera) that Wonhyo had also received their influences.

Sixthly, even though Amitabha Buddha is also one of the Buddhas, it is not fair that Atago considered

* Professor, Dongguk University
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the recollection of Amitabha as unusual recollection (Kor. pyslysmbul) and the recollection of another
Buddha as usual/general recollection (Kor. tongysmbul).

Lastly, Atago argued that there were a war by proxy for Wonhyo between Japanses Pure Land Sect and
Tendai School and Hossho (Yogacira) School. But his argument is a logical jump, because Wonhyo might
not agree with Tendai School and Hossho (Yogicira) which had taught the causality doctrine by oneself.

Keyword: Wonhyo, Muryangsu-gyong chongyo, Amit a-gyong so, Samguk yusa, Yombul, Atago Kuniyasu,
Nammu Amitapul
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