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The SAGUMGAP( ) tale, written in Samgukyusa( ), has been believed to

be related with a struggle between the brand-new religion, Buddhism and the traditional

shamanism. In this context the Buddhism monk who was exucuted on charge of sex scandal

with King Bichoe( )'s Gunju( ) has been represented for Buddhism pressed by

shamanism in the Silla kingdom.

However, the opinion on the The SAGUMGAP tale is wrong. The story is focused on the

Gunju, not the monk, and her execution following the disclosure of the sex scandal.  The

Gunju was one of the concubine ranks in Silla. But, the heroine who enters the

SAGUMGAP stage is King Bichoe's queen, Sunhey( ) in Samguksajeolyo(

) and Dongguktonggam( ), which were written in the early Chosun kindom. 

Moreover, the recently found hand-written Hwarangsegi( ), which was written by

a sillian called Kimdaemun( ) in the early 8th century has it that King Bichoe's

queen, Sunhey was dethroned on charge of illegal sexual relationship with a monk. The

most shocking thing about the Sunhey's scandal is that the queen was deposted from the

position, but, not exucuted to death as in Samgukyusa, Samguksajeolyo and

Dongguktonggam. According to Hwarangsegi, the dethroned queen was expelled to the

Royal shrine, Shingung( ), and supervised it. The once-queen Sunhey lived a new life

as a priest. 

Sagumgap , King Bichoe, Sunhey , Queen, Gunju ,

Dethronement, Royal Shrine, Hwarangsegi
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