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A Study on the Buddhistic Acception
of Sacrificial Filial Piety and its Meaning in Sonsun-Maea

Shin, Ho—rim

The purpose of this article is considering the Buddhistic acception of
sacrificial filial piety motif and its meaning in Sonsun-Maea(HNA#E ) which
is included in Samgunkyusa( =FL&%) .

Sonsun(##lH)’s behavior, burying his son for his old mother, is a specific
motif which can be interpreted as a special offering to god. Sonsuns son
becomes a scapegoat who can regain a peace of family-community from the
crisis.

Though it is basically infanticide for his old mother—so it is the narrative
of filial piety—, there is a ritual conception inner side of narrative which tries
to make close relationship with god. Therefore, if we can say an aboriginality
religion ‘shamanism, which was an universal religion before the Buddhism
came to the peninsula, Sonsun-Maea is the story of filial piety which
internalizes the sacrifice, shaman ritual form.

What is interesting is the duel surrogating progress in Sonsun-Maea. As
Girard said, there is a duel surrogating progress in the ritual sacrifice. First
is concentrating an indiscriminate violence of community on only one person,
who is Sonsuns son in Sonsun-Maea. The second step of substitution is
changing the first victim to another sacrificable victim to avoid the mutual
revenge inside of community. In this second step, the object of substitution
should be based on the similarity with the first victim.

However, in Sonsun-Maea, the stone bell is suddenly appeared instead of
Sonsun s son. There is no similarity between Sonsuns son and the stone bell.
In this point, we can suggest that Sonsun-Maea does not follow the exact duel
progress of sacrifice in order to take this narrative into the Buddhist context.
It seems true because the last part of Sonsun-NMaea, the stone bell is
enshrined in the temple FHonghyo-sa(5.Z3F) which means Buddhism
appropriates the shaman power of ritual form.

After all, sacrificial filial piety motif of Sonsun-Maea mediates the three
dimensions which are composed of filial piety, shaman ritual form, and
Buddhism. In fact, the decomposition of society in second half of Si//a becomes
more serious, and it is the social-historical background of Sonsun-Maea.
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Therefore, we can insist that Sonsun-Maea is the Buddhistic text with a story
of filial piety that internalizes the shaman ritual power, which has enough
power to recover and make harmony of the social order of Si//a community in
that period.

Keywords : sacrifice, filial piety, Buddhistic acception, Samgungnyusa, infanticide,
Sonsun—Maea
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