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ABSTRACT

Three Treasures in the Later Period of Silla

Baek, Mi-sun

Silla is a state which left a lot of treasures. All these treasures were closely
related with the rise and fall of Silla, having a very great significance in the
history of Silla. Among these treasures, Janyukjonbul[lmage of sacred Buddha
3.84 meters in height], and 9-story wooden stupa at Whangryongsa Temple,
and Cheonsaokdaelheaven-bestowed belt] were called "Three Treasures' in the
latter period of Sillalfrom 780AD to 935AD],which bore a very important

meaning in that they witnessed the fall of Silla and foundation of Goryeo.

"Three Treasures in Silla' first emerged in the 4th ruling year of king
Gyeongmyeong, until which people thought "Three Treasures in Silla' might
have come into existence during the early-to-middle period of Silla. However,
it requires reconsidering in that there had been no case where these treasures
was mentioned together as "Three Treasures.' "Three Treasures' was first raised
as an issue about king Taejo's pro-Silla policy. However, it was Silla that
showed a leading appearance over "Three Treasures.' Silla reclaimed the "Three
Treasures' in the Sth ruling year of king Gyungmyeong, through which the
king attempted to enhance the status of Silla in its external relations. In

addition, the 'Three Treasures' seem to have had the utility in the

AEB A2 | IP:183.106.106.++ | Accessed 2021/07/21 14:51(KST)



616 <FrEsE®> 23

relationships with the Later Three Kingdoms of Korea at that time.
However, in so far as each of the Three Treasures in Silla came into
existence during the early-to-middle period, it's necessary to examine for what
need the "Three Treasures' were demanded during the later period of Silla.
Accordingly, this study took a look at the correlationship between each of the
"Three Treasures' and the latter period of Silla. There remains no record about
the Jangyukjonsang of Hwangryongsa Temple at present, so there might be
the further need to look at it more concretely from the relationship with
Hwangryongsa Temple. The 9-story wooden stupa at Hwangryongsa Temple
became an object of interest in various ways after the early-to-middle period
because its symbolic meaning was flexible. The case of Cheonsaokdae is a
lictle different from the two treasures mentioned above. This study was able
to discover the fact that the Cheonsackdae exposed a royal-authority-strengthening
character during the ruling period of king Jinpyeong rather than the
appearance of a state-protecting treasure, which explains that such a character

was demanded during the latter period of Silla.

Lastly, this study took a look at the meaning of king Taejo of
Goryeo-Wanggeon's taking over Cheonsaokdae from king Gyeongsun of Silla.
At this point, this study tried to have an eye on the fact king Gyeongsun
offered Cheonsaokdae to Wanggeon as a token of a surrender only after the
Later Three Kingdoms of Korea were unified, other than presenting
Cheonsaokdae to Wanggeon concurrently with king Gyeongsun's self-imposed
surrender to Wanggeon. Goryeo, after its unification of the Later Three

Kingdoms, got to have the meaning as the Unified Dynasty taking over Silla,
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and subsequently, king Taejo of Goryeo seems to have been in need of the

"Three Treasures' including Cheonsaokdae.

Key words: Three Treasures, king Gyeongmyeong of Silla, king Taejo-Wanggeon of
Goryeo, Jangyukjonsang at Hwangryongsa Temple, 9-story wooden stupa

at Hwangryongsa Temple, Cheonsaokdae
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