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ABSTRACT

Goblins’ Power in the Dohwanyeobihyeongnang
section of the Samguk Yusa

Shin, Jong-Won

The Dohwanyeobihyeongnang section of the Samgik Yusa is a record about
King Jinji, but the record about his being dethroned and having a child named
Bihyeongnang after a woman had relations with his soul is more detailed. The
intention of this section seems to be to expose the fact that King Jinji did
not administer his kingdom properly and that his reign was rather disorderly,
but the depiction of his son Bihyeongnang is suprisingly friendly. Bihyeongnang
enjoys going out at night and is good at leading his group and finishing
construction projects such as building bridges. Viewing his record of performances,
Bihyeongnang corresponds with the son of King Jinji Yongchun who supervised
the construction of the nine-story wooden pagoda of Hwangnyongsa monastery.
He himself being a hwarang, having received important government posts
and having participated in the field of battle, although Bihyeongnang was not
within the limits of succeeding to the throne, nevertheless during the reign of
King Jinpyeong and Queen Seondeok, Bihyeongnang was a figure that could
not be disregarded. The background of the story seems to be that the extraordinary

talents of Bihyeongnang were purposely propagated by his supporters in the
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hope that he would accede to the throne.

Although the Dohwanyeobihyeonnang section of the Samguk Yusa refers to
Bihyeongnang and his group as ghosts, their character is closer to goblins.
Therefore, although a story such as Dohwanyeobihyeongnang was carried(in
the Samguk Yusa), also in the conclusion of Sinjenngdonggukyesjiseungram Bihyeongnang
is mentioned as the father of the goblins of Silla. Also the first goblin
Bihyeongnang was also later worshipped by the people of Gyeongju. The
Middle-Old Period of Silla was the age of the Holy Bone Monarch Period, or
the Dongnyun lineage of Jinpyeong — Seondeok — Jindeok. Overshadowed by
the above (Dongnyun) lineage and obstructed from succeeding to the throne
was the Saryun lineage of Yongchun and Gim Chunchu(Muyeol). As Gim Chunchu
acceded to the throne after the reign of Queen Jindeok as King Muyeol, the
Saryun lineage gained the ascendancy and the tale of Dohwanyeobihyeongnang
was used to emphasize that the Saryun lineage was just as competent as the
Dongnyun lineage and just as able to feed and support the populace.

The two lineages also contrast sharply in their religious beliefs. Whereas
the Dongnyun lineage is firmly rooted in the teachings of Buddhism and high
ranking monks are mobilized for that purpose, the Saryun lineage adheres to
traditional beliefs such as that of goblins. The tale of Dohwanyeobihyeongnang
shows that although the national ideology was that of the new religion of
Buddhism, traditional beliefs and values continued to act as a burden to the

new religion.

Key words : Bihyeongnang, Dohwanyeo, King Jinji, Yongchun, King Jinpyeong, Queen
Seondeok, King Muyeol, ghosts, Holy Bone Monarch Period, Dongnyun, Saryun lineage,
bridge
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