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Abstract

'A Shoe' of the Samkookyusa;, A Boundary
between Sacred and Profane

Lee, Kang—yeop

This article explores the meaning of 'a shoe’ of the Samkookyusa
with respect of the boundary between the Sacred and Profane.

Firstly, I examine the mythological meaning of 'a shoe.” The
shoe like the one in Cinderella story represents its owner’s
existence involved in both worlds. In our Buddhism fables, when
she saves the world and, at the same time, pursues the
enlightenment of Buddha, such shoe has been used as a symbol of
the Buddhist Goddess of Mercy and thus it represents the mediator
between ordinary people and Buddha.

Secondly, I examined four chapters of the Samkookyusa where
such shoe 1is described: <Two Saints of Nambeckwolsan,
Nohilbudeuk and Daldalbakbak> and <Kwanem and Jeongchui, two
saints of Naksan and Choshin> of the section "Topsang’ and
<Hyesook and Hyegong live together in secular society> of the
section 'Uihae’ and <Wookmyeon, a female servant, goes up the
heaven> of the section 'Kamtong.” The shoe shows the
characteristics of a person either being involved in both worlds or
moving from this world to that world. In the story of <Two
Saints of Nambeckwolsan, Nohilbudeuk and Daldalbakbak>, such

shoe moves from Silla to China, which makes Silla as a sacred
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place of propagation of Buddhism. In the story of <Kwanem and
Jeongchui, two saints of Naksan and Choshin>, the character
leaves one of his shoes in secular world but, wearing the other one
of his shoes, he walks up to the heaven and settles there, which
indicates he is a sort of mediator between the heaven and the
world. In addition, <Hyesook and Hyegong live together in secular
society> describes a story where, leaving one of his shoes in the
eastern hill, the character takes the other shoe until he arrives at
the heaven, which achieves dramatic realization of integrating the
Sacred and Profane. <Wookmyeon, a female servant, goes up the
heaven> is a story about a woman who reaches complete nirvana
by taking off her shoes and even her body.

The main theme of these stories is that we should long for the
integration and thus return to the world of equality by resolving
inequality between one and its counterpart just as a shoe cannot

serve its function without the other shoe.

Key words:a shoe, amkookyusa, myth, Cinderella, Kwanem, Sacred, Profane
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