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Intention to Edit Documents and Characteristics
of Seodongyo in ‘King Mu’ Times

Lee, Wan-hyung

[Abstract]

When I Yeon(—#&) wrote down about ‘King Mu(EFE) times in the
section of "Gi~i(#2#)., he did so from the nationalistic spirit of independ-
ence. He recorded kings' holy nativity of the Three Kingdoms and their
enthronements which were omitted and struck off by Kim Bu-sik(Z&E#&)
with Confucian ideas. From Seodong(¥#)’s birth till his enthronement, his
extraordinary life~time achievements can be said as a heto's biography itself
no less than those of the Imperial family in China. I1 Yeon arranged and
separated recordings of ‘King Beop(Z:E) times and ‘King Mu' times
intentionally. In this sense, it is said that Seodong refers to King Mu. In
addition, he must have been from Baekje. It was recorded that Seodong had
his hair cut to go to Silla, and this was for disguising himself as if he had
been from Silla. If he had been from Silla, there would have been no phases
like that in the recording. When it comes to Seodong’s enthronement, King
Jinpyeong (EZFF) knew who Seodong was and said hello to him through a
letter praising his wonderful heroness. And that, Seodong must have been
nice enough to ascend to the throne in that the letter was from a hostile
country. Therefore, reality of ‘King Mu' times should be found from Il
Yeon's intention to edit this part in "Gi-i.. It makes <Seodongyo(EE#%)>
the essential contents of recordings in ‘King Mu' times. <Seodongyo> also
has a dramatic plot. '

In this sense, the viewpoint of <Seodongyo> should be changed. Until
now, <Seodongyo> has been seen as handing-down children’'s song,
wishing song, Chamyo(#Z) or prophetic song, wooing song, and Manorae,
However, those viewpoints have some problems. We should see
<Seodongyo> as strategic song and trick song. It must be a song that
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unify Seodong’s strong will to deceive a king and subjects of the hostile
country, his tenacious devotion to face a death, and his strategy to realize
his dreams. It is in <Seodongyo> that Seodong fulfills his goals through
carrying double the meanings of false accusation, deception, and hope in
children’s innocent minds.
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