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Abstract

A Study of the Moon Eroticism in Cheoyongga
(75K, “Song of Cheoyong,” a Shilla hyangga)

Huh, Hye-jung

Seoul Women’s University

Intrinsically, Hyangga (4%, Silla songs written in Hyangchal writing of
Chinese characters) and the lunar symbol were profoundly intertwined with each
other. However, as seen in  Song of Cheoyong  (ME%¥#k, a hyangga chanted
by Cheoyong), this very moon “luna” seems to be regarded as the lunar
goddess with an ominous chastity or the principle of Yin (F%), rather than a
symbol of Koreanized sentiment or a Buddhist emotion. The various texts of
the Cheoyong Song that have been handed down tell us that the pregnancy
caused by “this” moon god combines with the shamanist context, creating erotic
metaphors and imagery. The Cheoyong Song creates an atmosphere of horror
and evil suggestive of jeopardy and weirdness. The erotic incident in the work
constitutes a symbolic portrayal of the fateful experience of  existence
overwhelmed by natural and universal forces.

The core implication of the erotic code that the Cheoyong song sends out
is “nature”, a vital spot that lurks as a form of disease in the inner part of
human existence, and  a social disaster as well. Cheoyong’s wife presents an
image of a spiritual medium that is governed by such  nature.  If the evil
spirit insinuates not only the impure vandalism of the masculine desire but

also the cosmic might that are adverse and negative, being symbolized as the
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luna, the erotic invasion of the evil spirit may well be construed as  being
possessed by itself.  In other words, the erotic circumstances of the Cheoyong
song should be decoded by the spiritual element itself, which, in this context,
invites us to pay attention to both Korean shamanism and the religious
susceptibility in the Arab region, which are apparently relevant to the lunar
religion. The existential calamity followed by the destined rhythm of nature is
implied by the word  Samjae (=5, the Three Disasters from baleful stars),
and it is because the Cheoyong song was able to express the universal truth
embracing the dualism of virtue and vice simultaneously that the inherited
diverse texts of the Cheoyong song were accepted by the commoners in general

as being related to the practice of exorcising.

Cheoyong  can be seen as an aesthetic human being who sings about the
murky and implacable force that pierces the  being  with a language that
transcends social dogma. The fact that he withdrew inscrutably from the scene
may be ascribable, not to humane forgiveness or resignation but to his artistic
attitude toward shamanism which may have prompted him to placate the
perilous power of nature. Hyangga, according to the prevailing notion on the
part of Silla people, possessed a power that could pacify the forces of heaven
and earth. That the fatefully calamitous event is driven out by Cheoyong’s
virtue and dignity renders greater persuasiveness to the interpretation of the
Cheoyong song in the spiritual context. Cheoyong, who had an insight into the
two-faced cosmic truth of good and evil, is adored as a deified human being
unmatched by anyone else in the history of Korean literature. And the vulgar
and obscene description in which ‘she has four legs’ is repeatedly chanted,

revealing a great truth of existence
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