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® Abstract ®

Fortune—telling and Prophecy Examined Centering on
Samgukyusa

Jeong-Tae Jang
Dongguk University

Choi, Nam-seon argued that Samgukyusa gives the first
consideration to Shilla, Kyeongju, Buddhism and kings or queens,
but this book doesn’t give too much importance to Buddhism
despite of the author Ilyeon who was a monk of Buddhism, rather
is a rare material to inform us of the integration of Korean
shamanist custom, Buddhism, Taoism and Confucianism, and our
folk religions.

This article, which examines Samgukyusa centering on “fortune-telling
and prophecy”, doesn’t only raise fortune-telling and prophecy
because of the aspect of Buddhism.

Samgukyusa comprises five volumes, and mentions the myths
about the origin of our race. For example, it mentions “Dangun
myth”, “Haemosu myth”, the myth related to the founder of Shilla”
and “national foundation myth of Garak-guk”. These aspects show
us the thorough racial consciousness of Ilyeon. Many other stories
about Buddhism are also mentioned. The popular story about
Weonhyo draws our attention where his love for Yosok princess is

shown. Also, the story about Weonkwang where we can see the
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Sesokogye, and the mysterious stories about Euisang, Buddhist
towers and Buddhist statue are in the book. Fourteen pieces of
Hyanga, which we can say are among the best cultural heritages, are
written in the book. That’s why it can be considered as both a
history book and tale book. Futhermore, it has many materials for
folk religions as a treasure house of folklore.

The fortune-telling and the prophecy, which we examined in this
article, were a form of a belief above the question whether it is
right or not, and when they met the higher class religion, Buddhism,
they either conflicted with, or harmonized with, Buddhism. In the
course, they developed as a new religious culture.

Ilyeon begins his book with “PEJJELii(strange force and
confusing god)” in the first chapter, which is the lesson from
Confucius. He also cites “K#si/d(big vessels slowly made)”, so
we can see his thoughtful consideration not to incline to a certain
religion.

Our nation’s fortune-telling belief has a long history and great
influence on the lives of people, which we can perceive through the
report of a Japanese Murayama Jijon, who worked for Joseon
Government-general in 1930s during the Japanese colonial period.
The report said that there were many fortune-tellers everywhere in
Joseon, and they played an important role in significant events of
life including marriage, funeral and illness, and even in daily lives,
regularly or temporarily. I found the original data about the belief in
Samgukyusa, which shows many people from lower class to kings
consult the fortune-tellers to prepare for the future.

Ilyeon only introduces the fortune-telling and the prophecy through
Samgukyusa, but doesn’t try to say his own thoughts. He keeps a
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third person’s view throughout the book, except the only one
sentence. That is “When we consult the fortune-tellers, we are
moved or not, depending on the unity of mind and behaviour, which
we call as JfiZ.” The sentence means that the desired are
accomplished only when the fortune-teller and the consulter are
touched together and have harmonious minds. I perform this study

with the same third person’s mind as that of Ilyeon.

Key words: Samgukyusa, Ilyeon, fortune—telling, prophecy, Ilkwan
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